Clawton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting Monday 13th January 2025, 7:30pm
Present:  Chair: Paul Grafton, Vice Chair: Alison Sharp, Parish Councillors: Graham Hames, Maralyn Bailey, Nigel Stacey, Roger Mitchell, Iain Nunn
Clerk: Alison Vassilaki
Visitor: Miranda Broadwood
Apologies: N/A
Declaration of Interest: None
Actions from the last meeting:  Minutes from the meeting held on 18th September 2024 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
Progress Reports:  
· Transition to Online Banking: Clerk reported the ongoing challenges faced when dealing with Natwest Bank. The mandate for signatories was not updated correctly, causing misdirected statements, late payments and incorrectly and without permission, use of the Clerk’s personal information. Clerk made official complaint and received compensation which was also incorrectly paid into the Parish account. Clerk to take the complaint to the Ombudsman.
· Emergency Contacts and Plan: Chair actioned and updated the website and will check again to ensure that useful contacts are up to date. Vice Chair brought up the matter of how parishioners who do not use social media or the internet can access help in an emergency. Chair reiterated that the first port of call is to contact the Parish Council.  He also explained that the Parish Council do not hold details of those who are vulnerable in the village and agreed to use The Clarion to inform residents of this and publish useful contacts and plan in the next edition.
Cllr Bailey requested access to the parish hall website in order to update useful information. Chair confirmed that access had been approved for KS to use on their behalf.
· Airband in Clawton: No progress to report. 
Planning:  
· Torridge District Housing Strategy Consultation: A draft was sent to all councillors by email for perusal before the meeting. Chair gave a brief summary of contents. It was not found to be particularly informative. Chair intends to feed this back to Torridge. Vice Chair voiced findings that despite information regarding future housing in the district, the local infrastructure is not addressed and with the support of Chair, plans to reply, expressing this view.
· Ref 1/0868/2024/FUL Westleigh Cedars. Single storey. Confirmation email with map produced, informing that permission had been granted. No action required.
· Local Housing Development (beside Riverside Cottage) Cllr Nunn met with an architect working on behalf of the developer and was informed that the program has been delayed. Solicitors required boundary information in order to confirm the piece of land gifted to the parish. This will enable them to submit the 106. With this in place, the architect recognises that the shape of the plot is not fit for purpose for car parking as it sits at the moment, but plan to rejig the plot in order give the same 18 spaces but with practical access.  This is for the current plan. However, two further plots for separate builds planned as phase 2 and phase 3 can be brought forward due to a change in legislation. This is unlikely to happen soon as the company plan to sell the new development in order to pay for the next phase. As the development has constructed the bell mouth, planning permission will not lapse. They will not make changes to the number and type of houses they planned which they hope to begin in earnest in the next 12 months.
Highways:   
· Potholes/drains: Clerk reported blocked drains following recent flooding around The Forge, Memorial Cottages and Old Post Office. These were inspected and a date for completion given 27th January. The tree which came down in the last storm is being dealt with by the owners and the road is to be repaired once this work has been completed. Cllrs described a number of drains which are full of silt throughout the village including road toward Ashwater which Clerk will file a request to clear.
Cllr Bailey voiced concern that pot hole which had been reported but not repaired, is now dangerous, particularly with the low sun at this time of the year and to those unfamiliar with the road. Clerk to log a new request.
· Salt and Grit: It was confirmed that the overturned salt bin has now been righted. Chair explained that some grit bags (left in areas of the village in order for anyone to use) have disappeared. Anyone seen removing bags should be asked to leave them. 
· VAS Speed Signs: 
Clerk informed Cllrs of the change of staff member at the council, who will now be dealing with the project. They were awaiting confirmation that Cllr Morrish had set aside money toward the cost of the sign.
Of the two places identified as places to site the sign, one of these is on private land. The land owner had initially agreed to allow the pole and sign to be erected, but responsibility over any possible accidental damage to or caused by the pole needs clarification. The second spot is within a layby. Clerk informed of the requirement of an S171 licence, if any carriageway incursion would take place. This would not be necessary if the sign were erected in the layby. It was agreed to erect one solar powered speed sign at this (the Holsworthy end?) end of the village and Clerk will source the correct pole and check that the person offering to erect the pole would be able to do so. Another pole will be considered for the other end of the village.
As Halwill Town has recently placed a sign in their village, Clerk will contact their Secretary/Parish Clerk for advice in sourcing materials.
· Grass Cutting and Upkeep: 
Recognition of Work Carried Out. Chair confirmed that those who had helped maintain the upkeep of the village, had recently been thanked publicly via The Clarion. Cllr Mitchell named another parishioner who has carried out a number of works at their own cost over the years for the village had should be recognised. Clerk will write a letter of thanks on behalf of the Parish Council.
Future Bookings and Insurance: Cllr Mitchell has been voluntarily looking after the green along with Mr Redwood. Cllr Mitchell is looking to give this up due to health reasons. The current owner of The Forge also maintains grass which is the responsibility of Highways.  Chair agreed to contact the contractor used to cut the grass and strim St Leornard’s church for a quote and check the public liability insurance for parishioners who are helping keep the area tidy. Hedge trimming does not need to be included in the quote. We do have areas causing impingement of the pavement making it dangerous, but these areas are privately owned. Owners to be contacted.
· War Memorial: Cleaning and re-pointing. Cllr Bailey describes the war memorial as being in need of some attention especially with the forthcoming 80th anniversary of VE Day. The memorial is disappearing behind the greenery of a hedge and the granite is in need of a clean, restoration of some of the lettering, and some re-pointing. The same hedge is also covering the Give Way sign. Owners to be contacted. Cllrs Nunn and Hames will investigate maintenance.
· Village Hall: Signage and Lighting. Both have been ordered. Chair to action.
· Visibility of Parish Council to Residents: The Parish Council welcomes any residents to come along to meetings. The website is up to date and the address is visible on the village noticeboard. Updates are also published in the Clarion. Chair and Vice Chair suggest a ‘Meet the Councillors’ social event be combined with the AGM. Councillors agreed.

Finance:  
· Parish Precept: The notice of Precept was discussed with Councillors. Due to rising    costs, a vote was taken to increase by 6% which was carried. 6 in favour, 1 against. 
· Clarion Postage: Cheque issued.
· Clerk wages:  cheques issued
· Wreath: receipt produced, payment made
· Clarion printing: reimbursement cheque issued
· Vat payment for Defibrilator installation cheque sent
· Natwest Compensation cheque issued

A.O.B:
· Dog waste bins: Cllr Bailey request update on the dog waste bin application at the parish hall. Clerk confirmed that application had been made, but has yet to receive any further information from Torridge other than confirmation of application.
· Recording of Council Meetings: A request to keep the voice recordings made by the Clerk, for a year was put forward. A Retention and Disposal Policy is held by some Parish Councils and requested we do the same. This will be looked into and Chair will check Standing Orders to possibly amend.
· Cllr Bailey requests meetings return to six meetings a year. Councillors agreed.

Next Meeting:  This will be held on Monday 10th March 2025.
Meeting closed by Chair at 9:15pm
