Clawton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting Monday 10th March 2025, 7:30pm
Present:  Chair: Paul Grafton, Vice Chair: Alison Sharp, Parish Councillors: Graham Hames, Maralyn Bailey, Nigel Stacey, Roger Mitchell, Iain Nunn
Clerk: Alison Vassilaki
Apologies: Councillor Stephen Gibson
Declaration of Interest: None
Actions from the last meeting:  Minutes from the meeting held on 13th January 2025 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
Progress Reports:  
· Registration of Interest: Clerk distributed forms by email 10th February and thanked those who had completed and returned them. Remaining Councillors were given hard copies to complete.
· War Memorial: Councillor Nunn and Councillor Hames reported on their inspection of the memorial and concluded that it requires a clean which the councillors have volunteered to do themselves. Some repointing will also need to be carried out which Cllr Nunn is also willing and able to carry out voluntarily, in order to complete the works in time for the VE Commemoration in May. The lettering may need to be repainted over as it has been in the past. This will be assessed once the memorial has had a good clean. The War Memorial Trust can provide grants for up to 75% cost of repairs. Clerk will liaise with Cllrs before making an application.
· Online Banking: Following several months of poor administration and communication from Natwest, the Parish Council can now access the account online to check statements. Two signatories will continue to be required in order for any spending to be made on behalf of the Parish Council.
· Crime Report: In the absence of our local police/community officer who used to visit and provide information and advice relevant to the area, Clerk sourced the only crime report data available. This can be found online, covering the 136 postcodes in the Torridge District between Sept 23 and Feb 24. Information was found to be limited.
Planning:  
· Footpath No7: Clerk shared the Notice of Confirmation of Footpath No.7 in Clawton. This notice informs of the modification of the path between Leworthy Cross and France to remove the dual status with the county road, Leworthy Lane. Clerk will hold a copy for records.
· 1/1007/2024/FUL Rural workers’ dwelling (self-build) Permission granted. 
Highways:   
· VAS Speed Signs: 
Cllr Hames reported on the site visit with the Neighbourhood Highways Officer at Devon County Council. In order to obtain permission to site the sign, a multiagency SCARF meeting will be held within the next few weeks. It was pointed out that the pole which currently holds a sign produced by the school, could be used to house the speed sign if required.
Cllr Hames was informed that previous information regarding the siting of VAS signs on private land was incorrect and therefore an alternative site must be considered. The layby before the bridge on the Holsworthy to Launceston road would make a suitable location once ownership is established as it was not confirmed as belonging to Highways.
The pole must be paid for by, and the responsibility of the Parish Council, but carried out by Traffic Management. Public liability insurance of £10m must be in place.
The SCARF meeting is regarded as urgent and we await the outcome.
If successful, two signs will be requested. If one is permitted and must be moved every six months, councillors will be required to attend health and safety training before being permitted to move the sign. 
Visibility of Parish Council to Residents: 
· The ‘Meet the Councillors’ social event in May will be held as a separate meeting to the AGM. It will be held on the same evening at 7pm. The AGM at 8pm and Parish Council Meeting at 8:30pm. 
Finance:  
· Parish Precept and Budget.  Clerk updated councillors on current spending. Chair     requested accounts summary be added to future agendas. Cllr Mitchell reminded the council that a large sum of money is likely to be required to renovate the parking area when the construction of the new houses begins.
· Clerk wages:  cheque issued.
· Grant for Churchyard: Chair proposed a grant for the upkeep of St Leonard’s   churchyard. The last grant was issued in 2022 for £1500. All councillors voted in favour to a grant of £1500. 
· Grass cutting: A new contractor has been begun grass cutting in the village. Invoice to follow.
 
A.O.B:
· Cllr Hames described the issues of damp and condensation the village hall is experiencing and requests a grant for repairs. This will be forward at a future meeting once he has quotes and costing in place. 
· Cllr Bailey suggested a report for the Clarion be composed, describing the various projects councillors have undertaken.
· Cllr Nunn provided a brief update on the housing development. Torridge solicitors have requested paperwork which they already hold. Once this is confirmed, the architect will contact the Parish Council and a 106 application can be made.
· Vice Chair suggests that we contact the local police with an invitation to our Parish Meeting. Clerk to action.
· Cllr Bailey requests funding for VE Day event held at the hall and memorial. A budget of £300 was agreed.
· Cllr Bailey describes her disappointment as the potholes previously reported have not been filled. Discussion followed as to how best to take it further. Reporting to BBC Spotlight was suggested.

Next Meeting:  This will be held on Monday 19th May 2025 with AGM.
Meeting closed by Chair at 8:40pm
