Minutes of the Meeting of Clawton Parish Council held in the Parish Hall on 16th January 2024 at 7.30pm.
These minutes are subject to amendment at the next meeting.
Present: 
Parish Cllrs: Alison Sharp, Roger Mitchell, Adrian Mitchell, Maralyn Bailey, Graham Hames, Chair Paul Grafton,
Sally Whitehead, Clerk
Guests Councilor James Morrish TDC, Councilor Phillip Hackett TDC
1.Apologies: apologies from Cllr S Gibson
2. Minutes of the last meeting: Minutes of the meeting of 13th November 2023 were agreed and signed by the Chairman Paul Grafton
Introduction of Cllr James Morrish to the meeting. Cllr Morrish gave a concise update of his health problems since taking office which thankfully now seem to have taken a positive turn. He apologised to Clawton for his lack of support since he had taken office and asked the Parish Councilors what they would like from him going forward, they requested regular communication, including updates on local activity. Clerk requested a monthly written report on local activity for reference.
Cllr Morrish then went on to explain his role as Chairman of Investments and Pensions, and his main job which is to represent a large patch of rural Devon, he spoke briefly of Council owned farms and their profitability, 2 of which are in Clawton. Although Cllr Morrish has not been out to meetings, he has regular contact with residents the biggest contact however has been about potholes and the state of the roads and potholes. He has to report it in exactly the way we do. 

The Locality Budget was highlighted where Cllr Morrish has an annual amount of money he can allocate to local Parishes if they apply.

Cllr Morrish told the meeting about the newly appointed neighborhood officer Thomas Cox 

Cllr Phillip Hackett was asked about local filling of potholes rather than calling in Highways under the trained road warden scheme, it appears it was not as efficient or as simple as was hoped
Planning was the theme of Cllr Hackett’s talk as it is felt that houses are not being built to keep young people in the area but more for retirement ages. A new plan is to be discussed going forward.
The school car park delay is due to the asbestos in the garage buildings.

Local police reports are missed, the ones provided are far more general.
The 106 usage from the Housing development opposite the school was discussed with Cllr Hackett, the proposal is an all-weather playing field behind the school, with access to all outside of school hours. We explained we had already had a meeting with Adrian Avery who had approved the proposed suggestion.

The discussion then moved on to the new building site which only has the access built, this is deemed to be a substantive start, and nothing can be done to move them on to do more, frustrating the Councilors. It was agreed that the Clerk should phone planning and see if there is a reason why nothing is happening, in hope it can get something moving along  
3. Matters Arising
3.1 Folly Field - A map came from Highways with buildings with untraceable planning permission on Folly Field. The enforcement officer is now taking a look into the buildings.
3.2 Helen Smith asked Cllr Hackett to pass on the message that she would try and attend the March meeting for a planning training meeting 

4. Planning

4.1   1/1042/2023/FUL Higher Blagdon, Clawton. Update Planning officer has explained that they have permission to build a house but it should be more in keeping with local area.
4.2 1/1270/2023/FUL Land at Higher Blagdon, Clawton. The Clerk to contact planning and pass on the comment that an agricultural workers cottage should have an Agricultural Tie applied to the application
5. Highways
5.1 Large pothole on the way to Holsworthy reported
5.2 Clawton Cross to Sprys Shop Road closed 19 – 23rd Feb
5.3 Affaland Cross to Corfcott Green Road closed 4-6th March
Members should PLEASE continue to report problems with local roads and potholes, the number to call is 0345 155 1004
6. Finance
6.1 Precept set at 6%
6.2 Cheque for clerk wages
7. Correspondence 
7.1 House of Commons Parliamentary Petitions to be collected and posted next week

8 AOB

8.1 Clerk to request a Silver Birch Tree from Landmark. Cllr Stacey will look after the tree until a suitable community space is found to plant it
8.2 Cllr Hames Registered on Speedwatch and has 4 people already interested in volunteering for the scheme. The police have already carried out a speed check in the village. Cllr Bailey has a quote via Holsworthy Hamlets for flashing speed signs for each end of the village which are a much-reduced price on previous quotes. These signs are agreed to be a much-needed deterrent for the constant speeding through the village
8.3 Water ingress into the notice board
8.4 Snow Warden group needs to be expanded Cllr Stacey and Cllr Hames offered to man the gritter. Salt bags are being removed by people instead of being used for the correct purpose. It was discussed that the grit bin on Horslett Hill is in an incorrect place, nowhere near where the ice forms

8.5 Sunrise farm planning permission check planning log

Date of the next full Parish Council meeting is on Monday 11th March 2024 at 7.30pm
These minutes are subject to amendment at the next meeting.
