Clawton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting Monday 30th March, 7:30pm
Present:  Chair: Paul Grafton, Vice Chair: Alison Sharp. Parish Councillors: Graham Hames, Maralyn Bailey, Nigel Stacey, Roger Mitchell, Iain Nunn. 
County Councillor: Lynne Rowsell
Clerk: Alison Vassilaki
Apologies: Councillor Gibson
Declaration of Interest: None
Actions from the last meeting:  Minutes from the meeting held on 19th January 2026 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
Progress Reports:  
· Grit/Salt Bins: Clerk reported the communication from the highways officer who permitted the change of location of the grit bin on Horslett Hill and would update with a date as to when this would happen. Permission to move the grit bin outside the parish hall was not granted as it currently contains grit and was seen to be an appropriate place to store grit. If it were removed, the hall would need to find alternative accommodation for grit bags. Cllr Bailey has plans to improve the appearance of the hall by placing planters in the place of the unused grit bin. Chair would like further clarification as to why an unused bin must stay where it is not required when it can be put to better use on the hill. Clerk to action.

· Clarion: Clerk/Editor of the Clarion, had not received any negative feedback regarding the move to a smaller sized version of the Clarion newsletter. The move to A5 has halved the printing cost and can continue to provide news and events for Clawton on a monthly basis. It was agreed that future issues remain in the same format and use a local printing company in Whitstone.
Planning:  
· Ref 1/1015/2025/FUL Proposed Silage Pit – Confirmation by email informing that permission has been granted.
· Report to Enforcement Officer GR35007. A report was made on 19th March 2026 following indicators of building works. The report has been acknowledged and passed on to the investigation team.
Highways:   
· VAS (Speed Signs): Cllr Hames reported that forms were completed and sent to Highways in which he needed to confirm a number of details for proposed sign and poles. This then enabled Highways to place an order for the two poles to be erected and invoice to be sent to the parish council for the cost of the poles and fitting by the contractors. Clerk confirmed this was acknowledged on 4th March. Clerk to request an update. A discussion followed as to the reasons why Clawton cannot have two speed awareness signs but must move one sign from one end of the village to the other every few months. The supplier has come across this stipulation before and the officer from Highways insisted this was to be the case here in Clawton whilst on a site visit. It is considered that these electronic signs are more effective for short periods; if up all year round, road users become used to them and do not react to them. Cllr Bailey emphasised the urgency for the VAS following a car overturning in the village within the last week.
· Road Warden Scheme: Chair proposed the possibility of joining the Road Warden Scheme following the success of a similar scheme for a Snow Warden. The scheme would enable a number of small jobs to be addressed locally such as the filling of potholes which are troublesome yet do not meet the criteria for Highways to attend to in the near future. The scheme is organised by Devon County and grant funding can be applied for to cover training of up to three wardens. Once the training has been completed, volunteers can complete minor works. Chair suggested that it would be advantageous to have one councillor warden and to request other volunteers in the next edition of the Clarion.

Policies: 
· Safeguarding Policy: 
Following a recent grant application Clerk looked into the requirement of a safeguarding policy. Whilst the Parish Council does not organise events or have premises, a policy could be adopted for the hall. A generic template will be sent to councillors with the prospect of adopting at the next meeting. 
Local Bus Route
· The local press informed its readers of the changes to the current service bus Route 85. On 5th April, this will split to become the Route 84 and Route 85. The changes will affect those wishing to travel the route to Barnstaple as it will mean changing bus at Holsworthy and paying for another bus. Connections will not be guaranteed, and the early bus through the village for school and work will no longer be available. Vice Chair describe the impact this will have on residents particularly as older people are being advised not to drive if their health may propose a risk to themselves or other road users. Cllr Bailey also voiced concerns over the reduction of buses, particularly the early bus. A WhatsApp group has been set up and used by residents from Milton Abbot who are also feeling frustration over the imminent change and have reported to their MP. The cut and change is due to the funding which has come to an end and bus company figures suggest that it is not viable. However, there have been reports of buses leaving early and therefore not picking up passengers. On at least two occasions, the bus company has had to compensate a local family for the long taxi journey taken when the bus took off early leaving youngsters stranded. Cllr Rowsell also described first-hand experience using the service buses and how important they are to communities and is in talks with other councillors. She will feed back any information.  

Finance:  
· Parish Accounts: The Clerk read out the figures for the last two months and produced statements to show recent spending. 
· Grants: Applications for grant funding through Locality Budget and Community Foundation have been accepted. The Locality Budget grant has been awarded and will fund future issues of The Clarion and go towards the cost of the VAS. Clerk to confirm the terms of Community Foundation grant which will go towards the installation of the VAS.
· Clerk wages:  payslips signed to be paid by BACS


A.O.B:
· Clerk has received an email offering free first aid training to local residents. With agreement she will gather and publish further information with a view to advertising this locally.
· Clerk and Cllr Bailey have received notice that the maintenance contract for the defibrillator outside the parish hall is coming to an end. Cllrs agreed to this defibrillator being added to the same package as the one situated at the brewery. Clerk to action.
· Chair shared an update on the provision of broadband to the area from a letter sent by Sir Geoffery Cox. The letter states that he will continue to pursue the case as he is awaiting information. Chair will continue to pursue the case too.  Cllr Rowsell was due to meet with the Broadband Portfolio Holder at DCC.  This has not yet come to fruition, but Cllr Rowsell will provide an update.  Starlink packages have been used in some areas and this will be explored.
· Cllr Nunn provided an update on the housing development plan next to the parking area and green. The housing developer contacted the previous landowner accusing the Parish Council of holding up the 106 Variation due to issues over the carpark. Cllr Nunn clarified that this is not the case and informed the architect that the developer was making these accusations. The architect confirmed that the 106 was being held up by Land Registry as they continue to decide the red boundary lines which was discovered needed redefining. Cllr Nunn also made it clear that any further communication for the Parish Council should be made directly to him and not to the previous landowner. The developer is keen to proceed once Land Registry has completed their business.
· Chair provided a Retention of Documents Policy and Equality and Diversity Policy which he will circulate by email with a view to adopt at the next meeting. The Snow Plan was adopted at the last meeting and will be put on the website.
· Chair shared the information gathered from a local meeting regarding the government reorganisation plan. There are four possible options put forward but so far nothing has been decided.
· Cllr Hames and Cllr Bailey requested confirmation of the 7% increase to the Precept. The minutes of the January meeting were read which state that all agreed to the 7% increase. Clerk has a recording which can be replayed to provide further evidence if required.
· Vice Chair reported seeing glass from last week’s road accident in the road, pavement and hedge. Whilst this is safety glass, she is concerned for pedestrians and asked who is responsible for cleaning it up. Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Nunn offered to clean up and remaining glass. 
· Vice Chair also reported a damaged drain cover in the same area. Clerk will report.
· Cllr Mitchell would like the deep gully on the bend toward the church reported as dangerous again. Clerk to action.
· Cllr Rowsell provided items of news from County which included: 
· complaints of foul-smelling air around the county due to the dumping of sewage. Investigations are ongoing but asks if this is noticed in the local area, to let her know. 
· The pothole issue is ongoing far and wide across the county. Other councils have been taken to court and made to pay for damages and repair the road within 20 days due to Section 58 of The Highways Act.
· Speed checks to take place over the next few months and the report of cars causing anti-social behaviour in nearby towns.
· Cllr Mitchell asked Cllr Rowsell if she had heard reports of gas bottles being stolen in other villages and towns as homes and businesses in Clawton have been targeted recently. Cllr Rowsell will report this.
· Cllr Mitchell asked Cllr Rowsell of news of the solar power farm. This has been paused for now.

Next Meeting:  This will be held with AGM on Monday 18th May beginning at 7pm.
Meeting closed by Chair at 9:05pm
