Clawton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting Monday 8th December 2025, 7:30pm
Present:  Chair: Paul Grafton, Vice Chair: Alison Sharp, Parish Councillors: Roger Mitchell, Graham Hames, Iain Nunn, Maralyn Bailey. Clerk: Alison Vassilaki
Apologies: Cllr Nigel Stacey
Actions from the last meeting:  Minutes from the meeting held on 22nd September 2025 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
Planning: Clerk reported of the two notices regarding change of use. Chair confirmed no observations to report. 
Highways:   
· Speed Awareness Sign and Pole: Councillor Hames reported his communication with Torridge Council, who informed him that a speed awareness sign was to be erected in close proximity to the primary school a few weeks ago. This was carried out and although, not in the position the parish council proposed it be placed, a sign was erected. However, on inspection a few days ago, this sign has disappeared. Cllr Hames will contact the person dealing with this and Clerk will contact the primary school for any information it may hold regarding a VAS sign.  It was also confirmed that the parish council would continue its endeavour to place a sign in the village. 
· Potholes Update: Clerk reported her communication with the residents who live on the road at Horslett Hill who are frustrated that Highways recognise the road needs repair, but report that funding is not available as they do not meet the safety defect criteria. Clerk will go back and measure/photograph with tape measure as Councillor Bailey, Cllr Mitchell and Chair described the imminent dangers presented on this stretch of road. Taking the repair on was discussed and will be researched. Clerk to action.
· Clarion Printing and Advertising: This has been printed free of charge via a local company since 2016 but this service needs to terminate in March 2026. A quote was presented from another company and the possibility of reviewing advertising rates, amending size to A5 or purchasing a printer was discussed. It was noted that other parishes have either lost their newsletter, it has moved online only, or that it has reduced to 4 or 6 issues a year only.  Councillors agreed that a monthly newsletter contained more up to date and relevant information and would not like to see a reduction in publication as it is seen as valuable to the community. The editor of the Clarion was thanked by Chair for the work that goes into putting the newsletter together each month. Vice Chair suggested funding may be available via community hubs. Clerk to research. 
· Upkeep to the Churchyard: A request for a grant for the upkeep of the churchyard for 2025 was agreed. 

Finance: 
· Clerk wages:  wage slip signed – Payment via BACS
· Invoice for the wreath – payment via BACS
· Clerk laptop Service and Stationery – payment via BACS
· Finances to date: Income and expenditure information from October to December was provided. 



A.O.B:
· Councillor Bailey gave thanks to those who helped tidy and prepare the war memorial for Remembrance Sunday. 
· Councillor Mitchell informed of the local hedge cutting in the area which had been carried out free of charge. Clerk to send thanks to those involved.
· Cllr Hames requested a grant toward the village hall. The insurance will be due very soon. In the past, fundraising has covered the fee but this means that fundraising cannot meet the full cost of bills and improvements. The monthly coffee morning is currently funded by those in the community who attend on a rota basis. Those who host are finding it more and more expensive and therefore some feel that they cannot afford to host. Those who attend give a donation to charity which is decided each year. Alternative options to cover the food cost instead of using grant were considered such as; using the donations to cover the cost, charging an entrance fee, reducing the quantity of food. This information will be shared with those who help organise the coffee morning and an agreement to discuss the issue further at the next meeting was agreed. A grant to cover the insurance was voted and carried. 
· Cllr Nunn noted that there is nothing new to report on the new housing development.
· Vice Chair informed of possibility of funding available for village halls from Torridge for projects. Cllr Hames and Cllr Bailey described the problems which occurred while making improvements for the storage of tables and equipment.  
· Chair presented the new signage and will install it shortly.
· Concerns raised over the parking on the corner junction at the memorial. Clerk to action.

Next Meeting:  This will be held on Monday 16th February 2026. *This has since been amended to Monday 19th January 2026.
Meeting closed by Chair at 9:15pm
 
 
 

